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LCTTElt,
Jlddrcsscd by lr.W. II. IMHRISOjV, to

Sl.VOtf UOLIVAR, Prcsidcnl and
Libcratoof Colombia, tvhen he was about
lp assuuie'despotie power.

Uuoota, 27lli Scpt., 1S29.
jSm, If llierc is any thing in thc style,

thc ma.tlcr,nr thc objectof this lcttcr, which
is calcukitcd to give oflence to ynur Exccl-
lency, lampcrsuadedyou will rcadily fgrgivc
it, when you rcflcct 'on thc molivcs which
imlticcJ mc to wrilc it. An old snldicr could
possess no fcelings but thosc of ihe Itindesl
character towards ono wlio liasshcd so mucli
lustre on thc profcssion of nrms; nor can a
cilixcn of thc country ol Washington ccasc
to wish thal, in Bolivar, the world might
hcliold atiotlicr instancc ofthe liighcsl mil-

itary alininments, tiniicd wiili thc purest
pntriolistn, and thc grcatcst capacy for
civil govcrniucnt.

Such. sir, liave becn the fond hones, nnt
only ofthe pcoplc of thc U. Slaies, but of
mc incnus 01 iiucny iiiroiiguoui tnc worui.
I will not say Ihat your Exccllency Iias for-m- cd

projccls to defeat these hopcs. Unt,
ihcru is no doubt, th.it thcv havc not only
Iw.ti forincd, but nre, ai this momcnt, in
prngress to maturily, andopcnlyavowed hy
ih isc wlio possess your cntirc confidcncc. I
will not altributo lo thcso mcn inipurn mo-
tivcs; but can they bedisintercstcd adviscrs?
Aic thcy not thc vcry pcrsons wlio will gain
inost by thc proposcd change? who will in-

decd gain all thal is to bc gained, witliout
furnishingany pnrtofihecquivalc.nl? That
f hat,t thc priccof thcir futurc wealth &. hon-or- s,

is to bc ltirnishcd exclusivel hy your-bclf- ?

And of what does it consist? Your
grcatcharacter. Such a onC that, if a niun
wcrc wisc, and pussesscd of the cinpirc of
thc Ciwars, in its bcsi days, hc would givc
nfl to obtain. Arc you prepared to inalic
this sacrifice, for such nn objcr.t?

! ani pcrsuadcd that llmsc wlio udvoralc
these mcasures, havc nevcr daredto induce
you to adopt them, by any argumcnt fiiun-de- d

onyour pcrsonal intercsts ; nnd thai,to
succccd, it would be neccssary to convincc
you that no other uoursc rcmaincd, to save
the country from the cvilsof anarchy. This
is the qucstion, thcn, to bc examined.

Doiis the hisloxy of this country, since thc
adoption of the Constitution, rcally exhibit

"tmeqiiivncal evidencc that the pcoplc arc
iinfit to be frce? Is the exploded oninion of
a Europcati philosonhcr ofthe lastage, that
"in the new hcmhphcre, man isa degraded
being," to be tcnewcd, supportedoy tho
oxainple. ofCobmibia ? Thc proofs should
mdeed be strofar, to induce an Ameiicun to
adopt an JjfljBfc-- i 80 humiliating.

ecjjjdjHHls a decp intcrcst in thc suc-c- f
thu i il v "Lutiona jn the late Spanish

AiTIPhca, I havc rcvcr bccn an inatlcntive
observcr orcvcnts,"Bipenijn!in(j p,Htcrior to
iheachievcnicntol '"Bindcncndcncc. In thcse
cvents l searcli m vfcin lor a singlc facl lo
Rhow Ihat, in CljK-a-,

at least, thc staic
ot socieiy ia uu,;vr..iVm' ihe udnplion ol n
Ircc governmcn . 'mt i,esaiJ iiaU lrcc
rrovcmmeni ou,
ndcnuatc to thcohiccts li

instittitcd. it haJ uccn si

u diffcrcnl character, w:

ufthe niajorlty olthc pc

Itis the most difficuli
for mc to belicvc that a

i ftioir riirHls, i

iiut, hein" found in
ir which it had bccn

pcrccded by one of
tlie concurrcncc

plc?
r.ung iii tlic worui
Pcoplc in thc pos- -

Irccincn, woulu
evcr he willing to surrend

Ir ihcm.and sub- -
thcmelvcs to thc willmit ioT a masicr. If

any such instanccs are u 'record, thc powerbeetransftrred hasthus m a momcnt ol
cxtreme puuuc nai B.i, j.(ild ()icn ,imitcd )(,
a very short pcnod. Ufa ,)0t (hink tial n

. is by any means ccrlnJ. tljJl e mo:nr!,y
,of tlie French peop:aVorcd thc clcvation
ol Napolcon to inap1.one,'nrFrancc But
j it were siji hJvdKfercnt wcrcthccirc.uin-Hiance- s

Jjput ciiuntry, from thosc of Cul- -
x'lflbjn, wVnercihe of Concuta

was ovcrthrown. At the neriod ol the clc
vation ol Nanoleon to the First Consulate,
nll the powcrw of'Europe wcrc the open or
eecrct encmics of France civil war ragcd
wilhin her bordcrs the hercdiiary king pos-sess-

many partizans in cvery rovincc
tlw pconle, continually betraycd by thc lac-tio-

wliicli murdcrcd and succceded eucli
olhcr, liml imbibcd a portion of thcir feroc
ity, and every town and village wituesscd
41ic indiscnmiuaic slauuhicr ol uotli men
nnd womcn, of all narties and principlcs
Dncs thc hislory of Colonibia, since thc cx- -
DUlsion nf thc apaniards, prcscntanv para
lul lo thesc 6cenes ? Hcr fronliers have
becn iicverscriouslv mcnaccd no civil war
has raijcd nola portion oflhc formcrguv
crnmcnl was lo he found in the wholc cx
tent of her lcrritory no faclionscontendcd
wllh cach other lor the pn.ssession ol'nowcr
ihe cxccutivc irovcrnnicnt rcmaincd in the
hauds of tlm;c tn whoin it had bcen comuiit- -
ted by thc I'cople, iu a fair clcclion. In facl,
no penple cver passcd fntui undcr thc yoke
ofa defiiotic Kovcrnincnl, lo thrcni'iyincnt
ol entire frecdnin, with Icsh disposition to
nliiisc ilicir npwiy ncquired power tlian
thosc of Coloinbia. They subiniltt'd indecd
tn a continuanre of snmc ol thc most urbi
trary nnd unjint lcatures which distinguish
ed thc lonncr Kovernmeni.. li tiiojc was
uny dispnsitlnn nn lhcpjrl of ihcfjrc'nt inass
nflhe pcoplc, lo cll'cct any change in the
pxisling ordorol ihings; if ihe Cnlombians
ncl Iroui tlie samc ninlivcs uml upnn uic
tianu1 principlcs which govern inanliiud cNc
whcre, and in all aes, ihcy would havedc
wrcd lo lake Inun the goveriiinent n part n
tlie power, wnicii, in ilicir incxpcnencc,
thcv had confiilcil lo il. Tlie mononolv o;

r.crtain nrliclcs of agriculiural producc, and
(HC opircssivu iim.v iu uiu jvicavaia, uiigll
have bccn tnleratcd, n ntiT the lust of llici
tyrants werc drivcn from the oounlrv. Uut
wlien ncace was rcstnred, when unt oiicimi
omy rcmaincd wilhin its hnrdcrs, it inight
reusonntiiy liave nccn sujijioseii tnat tnc peo
plc wouiu nave uesircu'io uuontn inesc rc

mains of arhitrary govcrnmcnt, and substi-lul- c

for thein sonie lax more equal and
with republican principlcs.

On the contrary, it is pretcndcd, that
ihcy had become enamored with thcse dcs-pol- ic

mcasures, and so disgusted with the
Irccdoni they did cnjoy, that thcy wcrc more
ihan willing to couimit thcir dcstinics to
Ihe unconlrolled will of your Exccllcncy.
Lct mc assurc you, sir, that thcscassertions
will gain no crcdit with thc prescnt gcncr-ation,- or

wilh poslcrity. Thcy will demand
thc facis, which had induced a pcoplc, by
no means dcficicnt in intclligencc, so soou
to abandon thc prtnciples for which they
had so galluutly lbught,and tamely surrcn-dc- r

that libcrty, which had becn obla'.nrd
at ihe cxpcnsu of so much blood. And what
facts can bc produccd? It can not be said
that life and propcrty wcrc not as wcll pro-lccl-

undcr ihe republican govcrnmcnt, us
thcy cver huve bccn ; nor Ihat thcrc cxist-c- d

any opposiiion to tlic Constitution and
laws, too strong for thc ordinary powcrs of
Uic govcrnmcnt lo put down.

If thc insurrcction ofGcn. l'acz, in Vcn-ezucl- a,

is adduccd, I would aslt, by what
means was he rcduced to ohedicncc ? Your
Exccllcncy, thc lcgitimalc head of the

appearcd, and, in u momcnt, all
ccascd, and Vcnczuela was rcstor-c-d

to thc rcpublic. But, il is said, that this
was eflectecl by your pcrsonal influcnne, or
the dread of your military talcnt, and thal,
to kccp Gen. Pacz & other atnbiiiouschicls
fiom dismembcring thc rcpublic, it was ne-

ccssary to invcst your Exccllcncy wilh the
cxtraordinary powcrs you posscss. Tbere
would be sonie rcason in this, if you had

to act wiihout thcse powcrs; orhav-in- g

acted, as you did, you had becn iinablc
lo accomplish any thing wilhoul them. lJut
you succceded, cnmplctclty, and thcrc can
bu no pussible rcason assigncd, why you
would not have succceded, with Ihe same
means, against any luiurc attempt of Gen.
I'aez, or any other Geueral.

Thcre appcars, howcvcr, to bc one sent-imen- t,

in which all partics unilc ; that is,
that, as mattcrs now stand, you alone can
save thc country from ruin, at lcasi, from
much calamity. Thcy differ, howcvcr, very
widcly, as to thc mcasures to bc taken to
put your exccllcncy in thc way to rcndcr
this important scrvice. The lcsscr & more
intcrested parly, is lor placing thc Govern-mc- nt

in your hands lor life : citbcr with
your present titlc, or wilh one which, il
inusl be conlesscil, ueller acconls wilh tlic
naturc of thc powcrs to bc excrcibcd. If
thcy ailopt tlic less oltensivc tillc, anU il
they weavc into thcir systeni somu apparcnt
chcck to your will, it is only for the purp-os- e

of masking, in somc dcgree, iheir real
ohiect: which is nothiiiii short of the es- -
tablislinicnt ol a dcspotism. 1 iie plca ol
neccssity, tnat etcrnal argumcnt ol all con- -

piralors, ancicnt or inodcrn, agamst tlic
itrtils of mankind, will beresorlcd to, to in

duce you to acccde to thcir mcasures ; and
thcuusclllcd Rtatcol the country, which has
bcen dcsinucdly produced by them, will be
adduced as evidencc of ihat neccssity.

Tbere is but one way for your Exccllcn
cy lo escape lrom llc snares wnicii navc
bccn so artlully lanl locnlrapyoii,anu tlial
is, to slnp short in thc cnursc which, unfot-luuatcl- v,

has bccn already commcnccd. Ev
ery slcp you advancc, under ihe influencc of
sucii councils, will miKc rcircat more unii-cul- t,

until il will bccomc inijiracticable.
You will be told thal thc mlcnlion is oiilv
to vcst you with authorily to correct what
is wronjr in thc Administraiion, and to put
down the faclinns, 8t, thal, when thc coun
try oncc enioys tranquilitv, Ihe govcrnmcnt
inay uc resioreu 10 uiu ptupiu. jveiusive
will bc ihe hopes of thosc who rely upon
this dcclaration. Thc promised hour of
trannuilitv will nevcr arrivc. II evcntR
tendcu to proilucc it, they would bc cnunt- -
cracted by thc Govcrnmcnt itself. It was
:i stronji rcmarli 1 a lormcr rresulent o
Ihe U. Stales, ihat, " sooncr will thc lovcr
be conlcntcd with the first snulcs ol lns mis
trcss, than a govcrnmcnt ccasc to cndeavor
to prcscrve nml extenu its powcrs." Wilh
whatever reluctancc your Exccllency may
coinmcnce the carecr wilh whatever dis- -
positinn to ahandon it, when the objcclsfor
which it wascoir.incnccu havc bcen ouiain-e- d

when once lairly cutered. you will bc
mrne alonu bv the irrcsisliiile luicc ol prule,

habil ofcommaiid, and nced, liir st'll-prc-

ervation and it will bc nnpossible to rc
ccde.

Uut, it is sai.l, that it is lor thc bcncfitof
the pcoplc Ihat thc proiioscd chaimc is to
be made ; and Ihat by your talcuts nnd in- -
llueuce, alone, uiiaided, hy unlimilcd pow
cr, the auibiiinus chicls iu thc dillerent oc--
parlmcuts arc to be restrained, and thc in
lcgrity ol'tbc repiibhc prcserved. I havc
s.iid, and 1 niosisiucercly belicvc, that, from
the slale inln which ihe country has bcen
brougln, that you alone can prcscrve il from
ine uorrors 01 aiiarcuy. jiiii i canuui cou
ceive llial anv cxtraordinary powcrs nre
ucccRt-iiry- . 'I he nuthorily to scc that thc
lawn arc cxecuii'd to call oul ihe strcii"lh
of Ihe cnuntry to enforce Iheir cxeculion,is
all thal is rcquircd, and is whatis pnsscss-e- d

by the Chicf M(i.'isirale of ihe Uniled
Siries, and of every oihcrllcpuhlic ; nnd is
what was ronfidcd to thc Exeeutive, hy
the Constiiutinn ol Uucula. Would your
lalcnis or your encrgics bo impaiicd in the
council, or the helcl, or your inlliicnce lcs
scncd, when ncting as head ol u Rcpublic?

I nronose lo cxamine, very brielly, thc
rcsullH which nielikclyloflowfroinihi.'pro-pnse- d

change of govcrnmcnt: 1st, iu rcla-tio- n

lo ihe country ; and, SJd, to yoursclf,
pcrsonally. Is the iranquilitv of th coun-
try In be'hcctired by il ? Is t possible fiir
your Exccllency lo hslieve, that when the
inar.k has beeu thrown nll, nnd the people
discover that a despotic govcrnmcnt has
becn fixcd tipnu them, Ihat thcy will quicl- -

ly submit lo it ? Will Ihcy forgcl thc pass
word which, likc thc cross of fire, was" thc
signal for rallying lo oppose tl'cir lormcr
tyrants? Will thc virgins, al your bidding,
ccaso to chaunt the songs of Libcrty, wliicli
so latcly unimaicd thcyouth to victory?
Was thc pntriolic blood of Colombia all

in the ficlds of Nargas, Uayacan,
and Carebobo? Thc schooN may ccasc lo
cnforcc upon thcir pupils tlie lovc ol coun-
try, drawn from ihe cxamples of Cato and
thc Bruti, Harmodius and Ansjngitin, but
Ihe glorious cxample of palriolic devolion,
exhiliilid in your own Hacicnda, will sup-pl- y

their place. Depcnd on it, sir, that thc
momcnt which shall announcc ihe coniinu-anc- c

of arhitrary power in your hands will
be the conimcncetnentofcomniotions which
will rcquirc all your lalcnts and cnergies lo
supprcss. You may succccd. The disci-plinc- d

army, al your disposal may bc too
powcrful for an unanncd, undisciplined,
and scattercd populalion ; but one unsuc-ccssf- ul

effort will not contcnt them, nnd
vonr fcclinns will br. olernnllv raclicd bv
being obliged to make war upon thosc who
havc bccn accustomcu to call you thcir

and to iuvokc blcssings on your head,
and for no causc but thcir adbercncc to
principlcs which you youtsclf had laught
them to rcgard more than their nvcs.

II by Ihe stronff novcrnnicnt which thc
advocatcs fbr Ihe proposcd change sostren- -
uousiy rcconiincnd, one witliout respon-ji-bility'i-

intcmlcd. which may put mcn to
dcath, aud immure thcmin dungcons, witli-
out trial, and onc where the army is every
llung, and thc pcoplc nollnng, 1 must say,
that, if thc traiKiuility of CoRmibia is to be
prescrvcd in th.s way, the wildcst anarchy
would be prefcrablc. Outofthat anarchy
a bettcr Govcrnmcnt inijiht arise ; but thc
chains of military dcspotism oncc fastcncd
upon a nation, agcs might pass away rc

thcy could be shaken oif.
But I contend thal the slronncst of nnv--

ernmcnts is that which is most Irec. We
consider that of the Unitcd Slatcs as the
strongest, preciscly, bccause it is thc most
Ircc. It posscsses thc lacultics, equahy lo
prolcct itself from forcign force or inlcrnal
convulsion. In both, it has been siiflicietil- -
ly tried. In no counlry upon carth, would
an nrmcd opposition to thc lawa be sooncr
or more cfTectually put down. Notsoniuch
by thc lcrrors of thc guilloline or the gib-b'e- l,

as from thc arouscd dctcrmination ol
thc nation, cxhibiting thcir strcngth, and
convinciiig thc factions ihat ihcircnuse was
hopeless. No, sir, depcnd upon il, thal the
pobEcssion of urbitrary power, by thc gov-
crnmcnt of Colombia, will not bc the means
ofsecunng Iranqmlity ; nor will thedangcr
of dislurbanocs solcly arise from Ihe oppo-
sition nflhe Pcoplc. The power, and the
mi ilarv forcc which it will bc neccssary to
put into thc hands of ihe Govcrnors of the

. . - 1 1 . .1 .

uisiaiu irovinccs, auueu 10 uiu iiaime 01

tbc country, will continually present lo
thosc ofTicers the tcmptation, and the means
of revolt.

Will thc proposcd change rcstorc pros- -

pcrily to ihe country r Wilh thc bcst
to do fo, will you be able to rccall

conimercc lo ils shorcs and give new liff'to
the drooping slatc of The
causc nflhe conslant dccline, in thcse grcal
intcrests, cannol be mislakcn. It anscs
roni thc lewncss ol thosc who labor, and

the number nf thosc who arc lo bc suppor- -

tcd by that labor. To support a swarm of
luxurious ti idlemonks, ct an army greatiy
disproportioncd to thc resourccs of thc
country, wilh a hody of odiccrs, in a tcn
fold dcgtcc disproporliont-- lo thc army,
cvery branch ol iuuustry is oppresscd with
hurdens which dcpnvc thc ingcnious man
ol the rmmts ol his mrcnuity, niui tnc in- -
borer of his rcward. l'o satisly the con
stant and prcssing ileniands which are
made upon il, thc Trcasury seizcs upon cv-

ery thing wilhin its grasp destroying thc
very gei in of futurc prospcrity. Is ihcre
any prospect that these cvils will ccasc wilh
thc proposcd change? Can thc army bc
dispcnscd wilh? Will Ihe influencc of Ihe
monks be no longcr neccssary ? IJclicvc
me, sir, that the sunport which thc govcrn-me- nt

derives from nolh these sourccs, will
bc more than cver rcquisilc.

But thc in.ist important inquiry i?, thc
cffcct which lliis strong govcrnnicnl is to
havc upon Ihc iicople ihcmselvcs. will n
tcnd to improvc andelcvatclhcircharactcr,
and flt Ihcm for thc frccdom which il is
prctendcd is ultimalcly tobebcstowed iipon
them? Thc questinn has been answered
from the nge of Iloiucr. Man docs not
lcarn undcr opprnssion thosc noblequalitics
and fcelings which flt hiin for thc cnjoy-nic- nt

ofliberly. Nor is dcspotism Ihepro-pc- r

school in which to acquire the knowl-edg- e

of the principlcs of Ucpublican
A governmeiit wliosc rcvenucs

aro derived from divcrting ihe very soiir-ce- s

of wcalih from its subjccls, willnnifiud
thc means of improving thc morals and

thc niiuds nflhe ynuih, by sup-porli-

Hvstcius ol liheral education ; nnd
if il could, it would nnt.

In relaliou lo thc eflccl which Ihisinvcst-mcn- t
of power is to havc upon your happi-ucs- s

nnd your fauie, will the pouipand glil-t- cr

ofa court, and thc flaticry of vcnal
courticrs, rcward yuu for thc Ir'oublcs nnd
nnxictics nttcndanl upon thc excrcisc of
sovcrelgnty, cvery where, nml ihose which
flow from your peculiar siiualion? Or
power. supporlcd hy Ihc hayniiei, lor llinl
willing homage which you werc wont lo
rcceive lrom your leiiow-citiy.e- J he
irroans of dissalisficd and onnresscd nconle
will jicnelratc ihe inmost reccsses or your
palacc, and you wiu bc toriurcd ny me

that you no loimer iiosscsb thal
placc in their nflcction which wuspnce your
orule and ihusi, aud wnicii wouiu nnve
liceii'Vour Bulace undcr everv revciee oi
r. ....... l'....... l... .!.. ...u

authority can be niaintaincd, only by thc'
lerrors ofthe sword and ihe scaflitld. And
have these cver bcen successlul under sim-il- ar

circuuistanccs? Bluod may smothcr,
for a ncriod, but can nevcr cxtinguish the
fire of libcrty, which you have contributed
so much to kindle in thc bosom of cvery
Colombinn.

1 will not urge as an argument, thc pcr-
sonal dangers to which you will be cxposed.
But I will ask if you could cnjoy life, which
would be prcserved by the con3tant cxccu-tio- n

ofso many human bcings yourcoun-trymc- n

your former friends and almost
your worshippers. The pangs of such a
situation will be made more acute, by

on thc hallowcd motive of many of
thosc who would nim their daggcrs at your
bosom. That likc ihe last of thc Romans,
they would strike, not from halrcd to thc
mau, but lovc lo thc country.

From a knowledgc ofyour own disposi-lio- n,

and present fcelings, your Exccllcncy
will not be willing lobclievc, thatyou could
cver bc brought to commit an act of tyran-n- y,

or evcn to cxccutc justice with unne-cessa- ry

vigor. But trusi me.sir, that thcre
is nothing more corrupting, iiolhing more
destructivc of ihc noblcst nnd fincst lccliugs
of our nalure, than the excrcisc of unliunt-c- d

power. The man who, in thc bcginning
ofsuch n carecr, might shudderal the idca
of taking away thc life of a lcllow hcing,
might suon havc his conscicncc so scarcd
by thc repetition of criine, that the agonies
of his murdcrcd victims might bccomc mu-si- c

to his snul, aud the drippings of ihe
scallbld all'ord "blood cnough to swini in."
Ilistory is lull ofsuch cxamples.

From this disgusiing piciurc, pcriuit me
lo call thc attcntinn ofyour Exccllency to
one of a dillerent character. It exhibits
you as the consiilulional Chicf Magistratc
ofa frcc people. Giviug to thcir reprcscn-talivc- s

Ihe influcnco of your great namc
nnd talcuts, to rclorm thc abuses which in
a long rcign oftyranny aud misrule, havc
faslened upon every branch ofthe adminis-tratio- n.

Tlic army and its swarm of ofT-

icers, reduced wilhin the limils of real
placcd on the frontiers, would be

no longcr perniitlcd to cnntrol jiublic opiu-io-

& be thc terror ol the pcaceful citi'cn.
By thc reinoval of this incubus from thc
trcasury, and thc cs'.ablishinciit ol order,
respousibiliiy and ecouomy, iu the expen-ditutu'- S

ofthe Govcrnmcnt, it would soun
bc ciablcd to dispcnse with the odious

nnd ihe duty ol tbc Mcavala,
which have opcratcd with so much malign
an eflccl upon conmierce nnd agriculiurc,
and indecd, upon the rcvenucs which ihcy
weie inleudcd to augmcnt. No longcr op-
presscd by these shackles, industry would
every where rcvivc ; thc larmer and the
artian, clieered hy ihc prospect of nmple
rcward for their labor, would redouble thcir
exerlions; fbrcigneis, with Iheir capilal
and their skill in thc arts would crowd hith-c- r,

to enjoy the ailvanlage which could
scarcely, elsewherc, be I'ound ; and Colom-
bia would soou exhibit thc reality of thc
beaiitiful fiction of Fenelun Salcnlum

Irnm miscry and opprcssion, to jiros-pcril- y

and happincss, undcr ihe councils
and dircctious ofthe concealcd goddcss.

What ohjection can be urged against this
cnursc? Can any one acquainled wilh the
circunistanccs ol ihc counlry, dnuhl ilssuc-ccs- s,

in restoring & mainlaining (ranquiliiy.
The pcnple would certainly not revolt

Ihemsclvcs ; and none oflhc Chiefs
who are supposed lo be lactiously inclino1,
would lliink ofopposing the strciigth ofthe
nation when direcled by your talcuts nnd
authorily. But it is said, that thc want of
intclligencc amongst Ihc pcnple unfiis them
for thcir own Governuient. Is il not right,
howcvcr, Ihat thc experimeut shoukf hc
lairly tricd? 1 havc nlrcaily said, thal lliis
has not becn dnne. For myself, I do uoi
hcsilate to dcclare my firm helief, ihat it
will succccd. The people ol Colombia
posscss many traiis of characlcr, suilnble
fer a rcnublicnii gnvernmcnt. A more

forbcaring and well dispncd people
arc no whcrc to hc mct wilh. Iudced, il
may safcly bc asscrlcd, Ihat their faulls and
viccs arc attributable to thccursed Govern-men- t

to which they have bccn so long sub-jcctc-

and to the inlolcrant characlcr nf
Ihc rchgion, winisi ilicir virtucsare all ilicir
own. Uut ndmiltuig thcir present want ol
inlelligencc, no one has cver doubtcd thcir
capacily to acquire knowledgc, aud under
Ihc strong niolives.which cxisi, lo obiam
it, supnoricd bv the influencc ol your Ex
ccllcncy, it would soou hu obiaiucd.

1 o yoursell Ihe ndvantnge would bc as
grcal os lo the country ; like acls of mercy,
ihe blcssings would be reciprocal; ynur
ocrsonallinnninps4KPC.iired.nlul vour liinu'
clcvated tn a heiiiht which would jeavc but
a sin"le comnetiior in thc cstiinu tion of
poslcrity.

II the'famc of our Washinglon depcnded
upon his mililary nchicvemcnis, would thc
coinmou eonseni ol Ihu wo'ld nllow hiin Ihe

he posscsses ? Thc victories
at Treiilou, Monmmilli, and York, hrilliaiil
as they wtre. exhibilin'r as they certainly
did, the liighcsl gradc ol mililary taU'iils,
are scarcely thnught ol. 1 hc souiceol Ihe
vcneration and csieem which is cntcrlained
fiir his characlcr, by cvery dcseripllon ol
jiolilicians the inonurchist nnd nnslocrni,
as well ns the republican, is to bc found in
his unduvialing and exclusivp devotcdncss
lo the inicrcst of his counlry. No selfish
considcratinn was ever sullcred lo intrude
ilscll into his inind. For his counlry hc
coiKiuercd : nnd the unrlvnllcil aud iucrcn
sing prospcrity of that country is consmnl-l- y

adding fresh glnry to his name. Gcn-cra- l,

the coursc wliir.h hc pursued is open
tn you, and il dcpcnds upon yoursell lo in

thc cniincucc which hu hus rcachcd
bcfiirc vou.

To tlic eycs of mililary mcn, the laurcls

you won nn thc ficlds nf Vargas, Bayaca,
and Cureboho, will bc forever green j bul
will that contcnt you ? Are you willing
that your namc should descend to poslcrity,
amongst thc mass of thosc wliosc famc has
bccn derived from shcdding humm blood,
witliout a singlc advatitage to thc human
race? Or, shall it hc unitcd to that of
Washinglon, as the foundcr and thc fathcr
ofa great and happy people? Thc choicc
is before you. Tlie friends of libcrty
throughout thc world, and thc people ofthe
Unitcd Slatcs in particular, are waiting
yourdecision with intensc anxiety. Alcx-and- cr

toilcd and conqucrcd toaltain thcap-plaus- e

ofthe Alhcniaiis; will you regard
as nulhiug the opinions of a nation which
has cvinced its superiorily ovcr that celc-bi-at-

people, in ihe scicncc most uscful to
man, by having ca ied into aclual praclicc
a system of governn. Mit, of which thc wi-se- st

Alhcniaiis had bi.l a glimpsc intheory,
and considered as a blessing nevcr tobere-alisc- d,

howevcr ardcnily to be desired ?

The place which you arc to occupy in thcir
esteem depends upon yourself.

f aruwcll.
W. II. IIARMSON.

From the Mountain Dimocral.
ANTI-SLAVKII- Y MJ3ETING.
l'ursuant to noticc, tho citizcns of

Windhuiu countv to thc liuniber of 70 or
tJO, asscnibled ut the Court lluuse, New
fane, on thc lth instnut lor thc purpose ol
forming nn Auti-Sluve- Socicty. Aflcr u
f'cw brief stateincllts of the object of tho
mectinL'from T. Goodalc, Eso. thc llou.
Judgcl'hclps was nppointed chainuan und
O. L. faliattcr, bcvrctary pio tcni.

Aiter prayer by thc Jtev. Mr Jlrucc, thc
Ilev. JlrIiccklcy, T. Goodnle,and thcltcv.
ftlrBiucc wcro nppointed as a cointnittco lo
drnft a Constitution. Deac. C. Whcaton,
Ucv. N. Aincs, unil P. Allcn wcrc appomt- -

ed coniniittec to noniiiiatc oflicers Judge
IMiclps, Ucv. IS. Aincs, and Messrs. Vllcn.
Shal'ter und Kobbins n coinmittcc to drull
rusolutions.

Coiivention ailjotirncd till two o'clock.
a o'clock.

The Coiivention mct ptirsuant to adiourn- -

incnt, ut the tiino und placo nppointed.
Before piocccdiug to busincss thc Coiiven-
tion listcncd to un nble and intcrcsting ss

on thosijbjcct of Slavcry by the Jtcv.
Guy licckley. After the nddtess thc coin-
mittcc nppointed to drnft u Constitution,
made their Kcport, nnd with'a singlc

the nrticlus ns rcportcd wcrc
ndojitetl by tho Coiivention.

Art. 1. This Socicty shall bo callcd the
Windham Countv Anti-Slavc- Socicty,
nml shall he nuxiliary to thc Vu Anti- -

b averv bocictv.
Art. 2. 'J'ho fundamcntal priuciplc of

this socicty is, tii thc liolumg oj humanue-ing- s

us prupirty, is a Jlugrant sm agaiiisl
God. and the rishts of humanitu, andvught

thn-efor- to be immediatdy and forever

Ait. 3. Tlic obiects ol this Socicty nre
to sccuro thc iiiiincdiateand entire cnianci-pntio- n

ofthe ciislaved from thc npprehen- -

sion of Slavcry, of tho frco blacks from
tbc oj)ircssion ol pubhc scntuuciii, uuii tnc
clerution of both to tho cnjoyinciit of equal
intcllcctual, civil iiud rcligiotis rights nnd
privileges. Aud this Society will cndeavor
to cfl'cct llicse objects, by thc uso of such
christian ineaus, as nrc suited to correct
ninvniliiiL' nnd wicked preiudiccs, nnd to

clinngo tho public scntinictit ofthe nation
in rcgard to thc rights of tho cnslavcd but
will nevcr cncourngc a resori to Moienco
in vindication of thoso rights.

Thc rciiiiiiuiug nrticles relato to tho
of olliceiH, &c.

Tho coiumitce of nouiination ruiiortcd a
list ofolliccrs which was ueccpted, ns fol-lo-

Ilon. CIIAULES PllliLl'rt, I'resulent.
T. GOODALE, i
Kev. N. Amks, J'fce Pruidents.
Hcv. G. Beckley, )
O. L. Shakteii, Ilcc. Secrctari.
J. IIoi.ton, M. U. Cor. Sccretary.
V. Allkn, uriasurcr.
Jlov. E. Bhuce,
W.m. U. biiAFTEB, 2Jwirej. ijkown, i'.sq. t Committee.
W. Fnosr, l'.sq.
N. CllKNKV, Esq. J
The committee of rcsolutions rcportcd

tho fullowing rcsolutions-whi- ch aftcrsotno
dchate, wcro uiiaiiiiiiously ndopted by tho
Coiivention.

1. Retolvcd, Thnt no citizcn of tho Uni-

tcd Stntcs, can witliout disregurdiug thc
luw of Goil and his own duty, aid orassist
in iipholdiiigthcsystcniofhuiiiaii bondugo
nt present iiiuintained in somo ofthe stutes
of thu fcdcrnl goveiuiiient.

i. Hcsolvcd, Thut thocoinmaiid coiimiu-uicntc- d

from hcnvcn liiorc than three thou-Han- d

ycars ngo hy tho inoiith of tnu prophet,
"and bo thatMenleth iiiiiun und sellcth hiin,
orifhubo found in his hand hu bliall be

put lo dcaih," is us uvinsiveof guiltund sin
now ns it wun thcn.

a. Kesolved, That should it bo donci'dcd
thut tho staplo of tho cane, cotton, nud nco
lilantulions cunnot bo Eiistiuiied m thcir
prolits without tho aid ol pystcmatically

,:.. ti,iv.. Imvvs. u icL'iud for imtional

hoiior nnd tho hiimutublo principlcs of
iiisiice, icnuiro thut thosu p iiumtions, uun
nll other einployiin'nts should be reguluted
hy tho rulcs of right und wrong npphcd to
i.:,..,, ,.n,li.rt: nnd ncithcr Noith or

South, Eubt or West, can, under thu plen of
necesslty, uegrauo mcn iiuu ucusio, mmum
lirostiuting thu inoral luw und govcrnmcnt
of thu Creutor of hcnvcn nnd carth.

I, Hcsoly.'d, Tlmt frccdom und bondago

undcr thu samo eovcinincnt, aro incoiniiut-iiil- i
llmt tho lolutions of inastcr nnd bluvo

iipdcr tho nysiein q) Anierican Slavcry(

nrn tlioso which cxist only bctwccn partics
ut war.

5. Ilcsolvcd, Thnt tho crcntion of man
in thc imago of his Muker, nnd the origiual
grant thut hc should havc doniiuion ovcr
tlic lish ol tho soa, tho fowls ofthe air, nnd
the bcasts ofthe ficld,are livingdcnionstra-tion- s

thnt hu has no such dominion ovcr
his fcllow mcn.

G. Kesolved, That the provision ln tho
Constitution which guaraiitccd to cvery
Slatc in this Uuiou n republican form of
goveriinicnt nnd protcction ugainst domcs-ti- c

violcnce, is violated when new etatcs
arc ndmittcd with cousiitutious c.xpicssly
inbibiting cquu! rights to thosc, who, frcc
by tho luws of God, nrc hcld in slavcry by
thu laws of man.

7. Kesolved, That thc political erccd of
Jeffui'soii published in thc ycar 1782, con-tui-

doctriucs not lcss republican than tho
crecds of sonie statcsmen in 1885. Tho
following, ns u Rpccimcn, is rcconimcndcd
to thcir particular considcrntion : "Tho
man must bc n prodigy who can rctain his
inanners nnd morals undcpravcd, when
uurscd, cdticatcd nnd daily cxcrcised in
ncta of tyranny - nnd thc statcsman BhouM
beloaded with with cxccratiou who pcr-tni- ts

otic lialf of thc citizcns to trnniplo
on the rights ofthe other, transfortns those
into despots, und these into encmics, 'B

thc morals ofthe onc part, and tho
amor patriue of tho other. For if u slavc
cnn havc a country in this world, it must
bo any other in prcfcrcncc to that in which
lio is born to livo and lubor for nnothcr; in
which hc must lock up thc facultics of his
naturc, coutributu as far as depcuds on his
iudividual cndeavoi-- s to thc cvauishmcnt of
thc human race, or cntail his own iniscrablo
coudition on tho endless goncrations

from hiin. And cnn thc libertics
of a nation bo thought sccure, when wc
havc rernovcd thcir only firm basis, a con-victi-

in tho minds of tho pcoplo that
thcso libertics are iho giftof God? thnt thcy
ure to bo violated but with his wrath ?

Indecd I trcmblo for my country when I
rcflcct thut God is just; that liisjustico
cauiiot sleep forever; that considcring
uumbers, untiirc and natural means only,
a revolution of the whccla of fortuuc, an
cxchaiigu of siiualion is nmong possiblc
evcnts; that it may bccomc probublc hy
supcruatural interfercncc ! Thc Almiglny
has no attributcs which cnn tako sidcs with
us iu such u coutest."

8. Kesolved, That no other state of
Ilcitthcuisui iu tho known world holds any
comparison with that of ourslavcs; that
Iliudoo, llottcntot and Burninn, havo

to lenvo tho rcalni of opprcssion,
nnd go wlicrc thcro is libcrty, thc region
of durknoss, nnd go whcrc thcre is light.
Not so with thc slavc, he mutt stny, nnd
work, nnd die, nnd go to tho grnvc ns he
is.

9. Kesolved, That whilo wc entcrtain
sciitinicnts of rcspcct for the oflicers of
our govcrnmcnt, wc cannot forgct thnt thcy
nrc the scrvnnts, muljnot thc mastcrs of tho
jiconlc ; aud wo aro thc niorc iiiindful of it,
as they sccni to forgct it, by cstablishing
titicoustilutional ceusorsbip ovcr our privi-
leges as citizcns of thc Unitcd Statcs.

10. Kesolved, That with thchcln of God,
wc will according to our ab'dity, so present
tiuth, justice and nicrcy, to tho lieurts nnd
conscienccs of slavcholders, tlmt thcy shall
fccl it thcir privilcge to undo tlic hcavy hur-
dens, and lct tho oppresscd go frcc.

31. Kesolved, That to discuss and dccry
slavcry is our busincss and our duty, ns
tniicii as to do it agamst any other nbomuia-tio- n

existiiiK iu our world and wc cannot
sanction it without being pnrtakcrs in tho
criine, nud sharcrs in thc plagucs,

12. Kesolved, Tlmt tho Protcstnnt clcr-irvmc- n

of this eouiitrv. wlio nmke scriiuuro
arguinciits in defencu of our domcstio
slavcry, nrc, in do doiug, purbuiug a courso
cnlculuted to hruiL' ihs ISiulc into Uisrcputc
as n rulo offuith nndpractice, by weakentns
ihe inlcrnal cvidtncet of its tridh.

Tho fullowing rcsolutions wcro submittcd
hy Kev. Justin Parsons, n soldier of the

revolution, pcrsonally acqunintcd with Gcn.

Washington :

Whercas, woaro informcd by Infinitc Wis-don- i,

that a sofk answer turncth away
wrntb, but gricvous words stir up nnger,
und that n soft tongtie brenkcth tlic bonc;
thercforc,
1. Kesolved, Thnt wo will in nll mirln-lcrcours- o

with our brcthrcn, who, in any
mcnsiirc, justify the holding of mcn ns
chnttels, usc that soft tonguo which hrcnk-et- h

thc bonc, nnd nevcr uso tlioso gricvous
words tlmt stir up nngcr.

2. Kesolved, Thnt wo will conlinuo in
this catiso until cvery hone of opprcssion
shall bo brokcn, nnd tho oppresscd shall bo
ullowcd to go otit frce.

t). Kesolved, That thu Convuntion rec-(ooi- iil

tn tho scvcrnl towns in this cnunty
to form sociutics ns soon ns prncticablo,
auxilinry to tho counly socicty,

1. Kesolved, Thnt tho llonrd ofMann-gcr- s

bo dircctcd, to nse their cflbi ts for tho
cMublishmeut of u deposilory for

pnblicntions in boiiic ccntrul part of this
couuty.

.r. Kesolved, That tho editors of tho
Mountain Dcmocrat nnd Vermont Phocnl.v,
lio requcstcd, cnch, to publiih tho inocccd-ing- s

of this mcctliig.

Tho Coiivention ndjournrd sinedie,

CI1AKLES PIIEI.PS, CAaiVfi.

O. L. SuAFTKn, Secntary.

ll'hul I like to see.

I liko to seo mcn pay thcir dcbts on th
hnck of an oxccuiion it suves troublo
hercnflcr.

1 liko to seo mcn when thcy mnko mis.
takos lmvo them always in thcir own lavor;
it sliows thcv wish to tnkc cure of one


